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"The famous 1966 federal report on the first large national study of segregated and
desegregated education, the Coleman Report, found peer influence to be stronger than
any other factor other than family background. Subsequent research has tended to
confirm these findings. A 2003 study of the schools of the South reported that a major
negative impact on academic achievement, related to attending a high poverty school,
was the absence of a strong positive peer influence". ( Osamudia R. James, Business as
usual: The Roberts Court's Continued Neglect of Adequacy and Equity Concerns in American
Education, 59 S.C.L.Rev. 793 (2008); Gary Orfield and Chugmei Lee, Why Segregation Matters:
Poverty and Educational Inequality (2005) see: http://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/k-12-
education/integration-and-diversity/why-segregation-matters-poverty-and-educational-
inequality/orfield-why-segregation-matters-2005.pdf)"
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